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T};e. éo&STITUTmN and Form of Go
vERNMENT - propoled for thie'Confidera
tion 'of the Delegates of Maryland. -

1. PEFHAT the legiflature confift of three diftin<t branches,
L = 2 gavernor, a fenate, and = houfc of delegates,
who fhail be ftiled-the General Affembly of Maryland.
» 2, That the houfe of delegates fhall be chofen in the fol-
lowing manner : All freemen in this ftate, above twenty-one
years of age, having s frechald therein of: not lefs than fifty
acres of land, ‘and =&ually refiding in the county in which
hé offers to vote.; or having not lels than forty pounds fler-
ling property in the Rate, and baving refided in#he county
in which he offers to vote, one wiole year nex; preceding
the eleion, thall, on the firt Mondzy of Odober 1779,
and on the fame day in every third year for cuer thereafter,
at the place appointed for holding the county courts, elet
viva voce, by a majority of votes, four delegates for their
re{peftive counties, of the moft wife, fenfible, aud difereet
' of the people, refidents.in the flate one whole y¥ar next pre-
reding the eleftion, above-wenty-ome years of age, and hav-
inp in the Rats a freehold in 1inds or tenmements, above the
value of ) unds fterliog.

3. That the fheriff of each county fball be judge of the e-
leftion, -snd smay adjourn from day to day, omirtmg Sunday
if neceffary, till the Tame be finifhed, and [hajl make Kis re-
turn thereof, under his hand, o the chancellédr of this ftate
for the time being. - _ , : .

4~ That all perfons, qualifizd by the charter of the ciry of
Annapolis to vote for burgefles, thall, on the fame firft Mon-~
| day of O&ober 1779, and on the fame day in every:third .
[ year for ever thereafrer, eleft: viva voce, by a majority of
vates, two delegates,iqualified agreeable to the faid chartér; -
' that the mayor, recordes, and aldermen, of the faid eity, or

any three of them: Be josfees of the eleflion, mppoint the
place in the faid city for holding the fams, and may adjearn
- from day to day as aforefaid, and fhall make return thereof
as aforefaid. . N
5. That all perfons, inhabitants of Baliimore-Town, and
having the fame qualifications as eleRoss in the county, fhall,
: a .
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26. That the fenators and delegates, od the fecond Tueft:
day of November 1777, and annvally on the fecond Tuefday
of November for ever thereafter, ele@t b joint ballot, in the

ifi- fame manner as fenators are diredted te be chofen, five of the
on moft fenfible, difereet, ang experienced men, above twenty-
fe- five years of age, refidents in the ftate above three years nexe
ag, preceding the ele@ion, and having therein a freehold of
e~ Iands and tenements, above the value of one thoufand pounds
in corrent money, to be the conncil to the governor, whofe
i proceedings thall be always entered on record, to any pare
r whereof any member may enter his diffent, and their advice,
an if o required by the governor, or any member of the coun-
d- cil, thall be given in writing, and figned by the inembery
. Biving the fame refpelively ; which proceedings of the coun.
li- cil fhall be Jaid before the fenate, or koufe of delegates,
when called for by them, or either of them. The council
0= "W may appoint their own clerk, who thall take fuch oath of fup.
1, Port and fidelity o this flate as thig convention or the legif-
5 lsture fhall dire&, and of fecreey, in fuch matters 23 he fhal} .
be direted by the board 10 keep fecret. ’
/& 27. That the delegates 1o Congrefs from this ftate fhall be
chofea annually, or {aperfeded in the megn time by the joine
d ballot of boeh hoyfes of affembly, and tha; there be a rota-
2ion in fach manper that ar leait two of the number be an.
s & Dually changed, and no perfon thall be capable of being 2 0
= B delegate to Congrefs for more than three in any term of Gx !
*- 8 years; and no perfon who holds any office of ptofif in the
B B gift of Congrefs fhall be eligible to fit in Coni » bat if
© N appointed to any fach office his feas fhall be there y #acated :
» W That no perfon vnlefs ahgye twenty-five years of agh, and 2 i
it § refidentin the fate more thap five years next preceding tke o- :
f 8 lection, and having real and perfonal eftate in this ftace 4.
e e the value of one thoufand pouads currene money, fhzll
¥ H beeligible to fi¢ ir Congrefs. !
> 28. "That the fei veors and delegates, immediately on their
d 8 aanual meeting, and before they proceed to any bufinefs,
1 M and every perfon hereafter elefted ‘a fenator, qr delegate,
® J before he aéts s fuch, fhail take an ozth of fupport and
E W fidelity to this fate a5 aforefaid, and before the eledtion of

oath ¢ 10 ele@ withoy: favour, affeftion, partizlity, ar pre-
s jgdice, fuch perfon, 2% BOVETNOT, or memb .y of the coun-

£ cil, ag they, in their judgment ard confcience, believe
“ beft qualified for the office.””

the govermor, or members of the council, fhal] take an '

29. That
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6 The CONSTITUTION snd

" 29. Tharthe fenate and delegates may adjourn themfelvej
relpeively ; bat if the two houfes fhould not agree on the
fame time, but adjourn to different days,_then fhall the ﬁ‘:
vernor appoint and notity dne of thofe days or fome,day be-
tween,. and the affembly fhall then meet and be held ‘accord-
ingly, and he fhall, if ncceffary, by advice of the conncil, call
them before the time ro which they (hall in amy manner be
adjeurned, on giving not lefs than ten days motice thereof,
but tke governor fhall not adjourn the affembly otherwife
than as atorefaid, ncr prorogue or difslve it at any time,

30. That no perfon unlefs above twenty-five years of age,
a refident in this Rate above five years next preceding the
clection, and having in the flate real and perional property
above the value ot five thonfand pousrids cusreat meney, one
thoufand peunds wheresf at leat to be of freehold eftate;
thall be ehigible as governor,

31. That the governor fhall rot continue in that oflice

“lenger than three vears fucceflively, nor be eligible as gover-
nor untl the expirarion of feur years, after he thall have
Feen cut of thar ifice.

52. That upon tre death, refignation, er removal out of
trls ltate of the governor, the firlt named of the coancil, for
tie time beiag, fhall act as overaor, and qualify in the
fame manner, and hali imme fately- cali a meeting of the
gereril allembly, giving not lefs than feurteen days’ noiice
of the meeting, 2t whica meeting a governor fhell be ap.
printed,“in man.er afsrefuidy for the refidue of the year. =

3. That the governor, by and with the advice and con-
fent of the councii, may embudy che militia, and when embo-
dicd (ball alone have ihic dir-¢tion therenf, and thzil'alfo have
o divelton of ail the regular land and fra farces under the
lsv s or this ate, burt he fhaii rot command in perfoa unlefs

ol rhereto by the council, and then only fo long ar they
appreve thercof, aud inay alone exercife all other the
€X2Culive powers of gaverement, wiere tne concerrence of
the council iz not requi ed, accorling to the laws of this
ftate, and zeam riprieves or pardens for any crime, except
in fnch cafes where the law Mall otherwiie direét; and may;
during t"r recets of the yereral aembiy, lay embargoes to
preve -« the departure of anv fhipping, or ihe exportation of
2Ry c: mmodities, for any time not excesding thirty days in
any one year, {ummoning i genersl afierably to meet with.
in the time of the continuaice of fuch emoargo, and may al-
fo order and compel any veffel to side quarantine, if f&clb

vefie
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