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Resource Sheet#01

THE SENTIMENTS OF AN AMERICAN WOMAN

Original (from “The Sentiments of an American Woman” in the American Memory
Historical Collections, Library of Congress)

N the commencement of 38ual war, the Women of America manifefted 2 firm refo-

lution to contnbute as much as could depend on them, to thedeliverance of their coun-
try. Animated by the pureft patriotifm, they are fenfible of forrow ae this day, in not offer-
1ag more than barren withes for the fucce(s of fo glorions 2 Revolution.  They afpire to ren-
der themfelves more really ufeful ; and this fentiment is univerfal from the north to the fouth
of the Thirtecn United States.  Our ambition 1s kindled by the fame of thofe heroines of an-
tiquity, who bave rendered their fex iliufirious, and have proved to the univerfe, that, if
the weaknels of our Conftitution, if opinton ard manners did not forbid us 10 march to glo-
ty by the fame paths as the Men, we &ould ar leaft equal, and fometimes furpafs them in our
love-for the public good. | glory in all that which my fex has done great and commendable.
Icall to miad with esthufiafm and with admiration, all thefe ads of courage, of conftan-
cy and patriotifm, which hiftory has tranfmitted to us: The rcople favoured by MHeaven,
preferved from defiru@ion by the vireves, the zeal and the refolution of Deborah, of Judith,
of Efther ! The forrnude of the mother of the Macchabees, in giving up her fors to die be-
fore ber eves : Rome faved from the fury of a viRorious enemy by the efforts of Volumnia;
and othef Roman Ladies: So many famous fieges where the Women have been feen forget-
ing the weaknefs of their fex, building new walls, digging trenches with their feeble Hands;
farnifking arms to their defenders, they themfelves darting the miffile weapons on the enc-
my, refigning tie ornaments of their apparel, and their forturne, to 6li. the public ereafury;
ard to haften the deliverance of their country ; burying themfelves under its ruins; throwing
themfelves into the flames rather than fubmir to the difgrace of humiliation before a proud
enemy. .

But Inuft iimis myfe!f to the recolle@ion of this fimall number of atchievements. Who
knows if perfons dipofed to cenfure, and fometimes teo feverely with regard to us, may not
difapprove cur appearing acquaintéd even with the adions of which our fex boafls? We are
at leaft certain, that he cannot be 2 good citizen who willnot applaud our cfforts for the relief
of the armies which defend our lives, our pofieflions, our libert 2 The fituation of our foldiery
has been reprefented to me; the evilg infg;arabic from war, and the firm and generous (pirt
which h125 enablegd them to fupport thefe. But it has been (aid, that they may apprebend, thar,
in the courfeof 2 long war, the view of their diftrefies may be loff, and their fervices be for-
gotten. Forgotten! never ; I can anfwer in the name of «all my fex. Brave Americans, your
difintcreflednefs, your courage, and your conflancy will always be dear 1o America, as leng
as fhe thall preferve her virtue.

—

Translations of Sources

1. On the commencement of
actual war, the Women of
America manifested a firm
resolution to contribute as
much as could depend on
them, to the deliverance of
their country. They aspire to
render themselves more really
useful; and this sentiment is
universal from the north to the
south of the Thirteen United
States.

2. We are at least certain, that
he cannot be a good citizen
who will not applaud our
efforts for the relief of the
armies which defend our
lives, our possessions, our
liberty?




Educational materials were developed through the Making Master Teachers in Howard County Program, a partnership between Howard County Public School System and
the Center for History Education at the University of Maryland, Baltimore County.

.#‘

your watchi 24

5

P
s »

o s s e

3. ...if the house in which we
dwell; if our barns, our orchards are
safe at the present time from the
hands of those incendiaries, it is to
you that we owe it. And shall we
hesitate to evidence to you our
gratitude? Shall we hesitate to wear
a cloathing more simple; hair
dressed less elegant, while at the
price of this small privation, we
shall deserve your benedictions.
Who, amongst us, will not renounce
with the highest pleasure, those
vain ornaments, when-she shall
consider that the valiant defenders
of America will be able to draw
some advantage from the money
which she may have laid out in
these; that they will be better
defended from the rigours of the
seasons, that after their painful
toils, they will receive some
extraordinary and unexpected
relief; that these presents will
perhaps be valued by them at a
greater price, when they will have it
in their power to say: This is the
offering of the Ladies.




