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Resource Sheet #7
Source G
Letter From a Northern Migrant

Philadelphia, Pa., Oct. 7, 1917.
Dear Sir: I take this method of thanking you for yours early responding and the glorious
effect of the treatment. Oh. I do feel so fine. Dr. the treatment reach me almost ready to move I
am now housekeeping again I like it so much better than rooming. Well Dr. with the aid of God
I making very good I make $75 per month. I am carrying enough insurance to pay me $20 per
week if I am not able to be on duty. I dont have to work hard. Dont have to mister every little
white boy comes along I havent heard a white man call a colored a nigger you no now – since I
been in the state of Pa. I can ride in the electric street and steam cars any where I get a seat. I
dont care to mix with white what I mean I am not crazy about being with white folks, but if I
have to pay the same fare I have learn to want the same acomidation. And if you are first in a
place here shopping you dont have to wait until the whit folks get thro tradeing yet amid all this I
shall ever love the good old South and I am praying that God may give every well wisher a
chance to be a man regardless of his color, and if my going to the front would bring about such
conditions I am ready any day – well Dr. I dont want to worry you but read between lines; and
maybe you can see a little sense in my weak statement the kids are in school every day I have
only two and I guess that all. Dr. when you find time I would be delighted to have a word from
the good old home state. Wife join me in sending love you and yours.
I am your friend and patient.

From: Emmet J. Scott, comp. "Additional Letters of Negro Migrants of 19161918,"
Journal of Negro History 4 (Ocotober 1919):41275

