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RS#13: Letters from Abigail Adams to John Adams (Transcript)

27 November, 1775.

COLONEL WARREN returned last week to Plymouth, so that I shall not hear any thing from
you, until he goes back again, which will not be till the last of this month. He damped my
spirits greatly by telling me, that the Court had prolonged your stay another month. I was
pleasing myself with the thought, that you would soon be upon your return. It is in vain to
repine. I hope the public will reap what I sacrifice.

I wish I knew what mighty things were fabricating. If a form of government is to be
established here, what one will be assumed? Will it be left to our Assemblies to choose one?
And will not many men have many minds? And shall we not run into dissensions among
ourselves?

I am more and more convinced, that man is a dangerous creature ; and that power, whether
vested in many or a few, is ever grasping, and, like the grave, cries “Give, give.” The great fish
swallow up the small ; and he, who is most strenuous for the rights of the people, when vested
with power is as eager after the prerogatives of government. You tell me of degrees of
perfection to which human nature is capable of arriving, and I believe it, but, at the same
time, lament that our admiration should arise from the scarcity of the instances.

The building up a great empire, which was only hinted at by my correspondent, may now, |
suppose, be realized even by the unbelievers. Yet, will not ten thousand difficulties arise in the
formation of it? The reins of government have been so long slackened, that I fear the people
will not quietly submit to those restraints, which are necessary for the peace and security of
the community. If we separate from Britain, what code of laws will be established? - How shall
we be governed, so as to retain our liberties? Can any government be free, which is not
administered by general stated laws? Who shall frame these laws? Who will give them force
and energy? It is true, your resolutions, as a body, have hitherto had the force of laws;but will
they continue to have?

When I consider these things, and the prejudices of people in favor of ancient customs and
regulations, I feel anxious for the fate of our monarchy or democracy, or whatever is to take
place. I soon get lost in a labyrinth of perplexities ; but, whatever occurs, may justice and
righteousness be the stability of our times, and order arise out of confusion. Great difficulties
may be surmounted by patience and per severance.

I believe, I have tired you with politics; as to news we have not any at all. I shudder at the
approach of winter, when I think I am to remain desolate.
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I must bid you good night; t'is late for me, who am much of an invalid. I was disappointed last
week in receiving a packet by the post, and, upon unsealing it, finding only four newspapers. I
think you are more cautious than you need be. All letters, I believe, have come safe to hand. |
have sixteen from you, and wish I had as many more.

Adieu, yours.
Braintree March 31, 1776

[ wish you would ever write me a Letter half as long as I write you; and tell me if you may
where your Fleet are gone? What sort of Defence Virginia can make against our common
Enemy? Whether it is so situated as to make an able Defence? Are not the Gentery Lords and
the common people vassals, are they not like the uncivilized Natives Brittain represents us to
be? I hope their Riffel Men who have shewen themselves very savage and even Blood thirsty;
are not a specimen of the Generality of the people.

I am willing to allow the Colony great merrit for having produced a Washington but they have
been shamefully duped by a Dunmore.

I have sometimes been ready to think that the passion for Liberty cannot be Eaquelly Strong
in the Breasts of those who have been accustomed to deprive their fellow Creatures of theirs.
Of this I am certain that it is not founded upon that generous and christian principal of doing
to others as we would that others should do unto us.

Do not you want to see Boston; I am fearfull of the small pox, or I should have been in before
this time. I got Mr. Crane to go to our House and see what state it was in. I find it has been
occupied by one of the Doctors of a Regiment, very dirty, but no other damage has been done
to it. The few things which were left in it are all gone. Cranch has the key which he never
deliverd up. I have wrote to him for it and am determined to get it cleand as soon as possible
and shut it up. I look upon it a new acquisition of property, a property which one month ago I
did not value at a single Shilling, and could with pleasure have seen it in flames.

The Town in General is left in a better state than we expected, more oweing to a percipitate
flight than any Regard to the inhabitants, tho some individuals discoverd a sense of honour
and justice and have left the rent of the Houses in which they were, for the owners and the
furniture unhurt, or if damaged sufficent to make it good.

Others have committed abominable Ravages. The Mansion House of your President is safe
and the furniture unhurt whilst both the House and Furniture of the Solisiter General have
fallen a prey to their own merciless party. Surely the very Fiends feel a Reverential awe for
Virtue and patriotism, whilst they Detest the paricide and traitor.

I feel very differently at the approach of spring to what I did a month ago. We knew not then
whether we could plant or sow with safety, whether when we had toild we could reap the
fruits of our own industery, whether we could rest in our own Cottages, or whether we should
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not be driven from the sea coasts to seek shelter in the wilderness, but now we feel as if we
might sit under our own vine and eat the good of the land.

I feel a gaieti de Coar to which before I was a stranger. I think the Sun looks brighter, the
Birds sing more melodiously, and Nature puts on a more chearfull countanance. We feel a
temporary peace, and the poor fugitives are returning to their deserted habitations.

Tho we felicitate ourselves, we sympathize with those who are trembling least the Lot of
Boston should be theirs. But they cannot be in similar circumstances unless pusilanimity and
cowardise should take possession of them. They have time and warning given them to see the
Evil and shun it. -- I long to hear that you have declared an independency -- and by the way in
the new Code of Laws which I suppose it will be necessary for you to make I desire you would
Remember the Ladies, and be more generous and favourable to them than your ancestors. Do
not put such unlimited power into the hands of the Husbands. Remember all Men would be
tyrants if they could. If perticuliar care and attention is not paid to the Laidies we are
determined to foment a Rebelion, and will not hold ourselves bound by any Laws in which we
have no voice, or Representation.

That your Sex are Naturally Tyrannical is a Truth so thoroughly established as to admit of no
dispute, but such of you as wish to be happy willingly give up the harsh title of Master for the
more tender and endearing one of Friend. Why then, not put it out of the power of the vicious
and the

Lawless to use us with cruelty and indignity with impunity. Men of Sense in all Ages abhor
those customs which treat us only as the vassals of your Sex. Regard us then as Beings placed
by providence under your protection and in immitation of the Supreem Being make use of
that power only for our happiness.
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