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(57) ABSTRACT

A universal optical receiver may include an optical channel
monitor configured to acquire spectral data for an optical
signal on at least one selected optical channel, a tunable local
oscillator configured to be tuned to a center frequency of the
optical signal on the at least one selected optical channel, a
storage device configured to store data associated with the
optical signal responsive to acquisition of the spectral data
and tuning of the tunable local oscillator, and processing
circuitry configured to execute an algorithm that employs a
plurality of binary distinctions based on physical character-
istics of the optical signal and employs at least one calculation
of figure of merit associated with a series of parameter values
of'the optical signal to identify a format of the optical signal.
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1
CUEING SYSTEM FOR UNIVERSAL
OPTICAL RECEIVER

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application claims the benefit of U.S. Provisional
Application No. 61/640,812 filed on May 1, 2012, the entire
contents of which are hereby incorporated herein by refer-
ence.

STATEMENT OF GOVERNMENTAL INTEREST

This invention was made with U.S. Government support
under Office of Naval Research contract number H98230-
009-D-0040. The U.S. Government has certain rights in the
invention.

TECHNICAL FIELD

Exemplary embodiments of the present disclosure gener-
ally relate to fiber optic communication, and more specifi-
cally to a receiver that is able to determine a modulation
format and transmission impairments for optical channels
without any a priori knowledge of the optical transmitter.

BACKGROUND

Optical communications continue to expand in ubiquity
and reliability. However, as is the case with many communi-
cation techniques, it is often typical that a specific receiver
must be employed for communication with any particular
transmitter. As such, while the communication medium itself
(i.e., fiber optic cables) can support any of a wide range of
signal characteristics such as data rates, modulation formats
and/or the like, the receiver to be employed for processing a
signal having particular signal characteristics must often be
matched to the corresponding transmitter that generates the
signal. This matching ensures that the receiver can demodu-
late or otherwise handle the signal that the transmitter is
generating.

The above described common requirement for matching
transmitters and receivers often means that any time one of
these pieces of equipment is upgraded or replaced, the corre-
sponding other piece of equipment must also be upgraded or
replaced. Moreover, the same manufacturer may need to be
used when buying a transmitter for a particular receiver, or
vice versa. However, even where different manufacturers or
brands can be used together, consideration of the interoper-
ability of network communication equipment must always be
considered. Otherwise, a conventional receiver that is paired
with a transmitter employing a particular modulation tech-
nique may not be able to demodulate the signals generated by
the transmitter

BRIEF SUMMARY OF SOME EXAMPLES

Accordingly, some example embodiments may enable the
provision of a universal optical receiver that may be interop-
erable with a plurality of different transmitters. In this regard,
for example, some embodiments may be enabled to identify
the data rate, modulation format and/or transmission impair-
ments associated with optical signals on one or more channels
over which signaling may be sampled or received. Example
embodiments may therefore allow for identification of the
type of signal being transmitted based on physical character-
istics of the optical signal and without a priori knowledge of
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the optical transmitter. Thereafter, a universal optical receiver
of'an example embodiment may be enabled to configure itself
to demodulate the optical signal and recover any information
encoded onthe optical signal. In some cases, the receiver may
include software that is configurable to enable the optimal
processing of a signal after the signal has been classified.

In one example embodiment, a universal optical receiver is
provided. The universal optical receiver may include an opti-
cal channel monitor configured to acquire spectral data for an
optical signal on at least one selected optical channel, a tun-
able local oscillator configured to be tuned to a center fre-
quency of the optical signal on the at least one selected optical
channel, a storage device configured to store data associated
with the optical signal responsive to acquisition of the spec-
tral data and tuning of the tunable local oscillator, and pro-
cessing circuitry configured to execute an algorithm that
employs a plurality of binary distinctions based on physical
characteristics of the optical signal and employs at least one
calculation of figure of merit associated with a series of
parameter values of the optical signal to identify a format of
the optical signal.

In another example embodiment, a method of processing
an optical signal in a universal optical receiver is provided.
The method may include employing an optical channel moni-
tor to acquire spectral data for the optical signal on at least one
selected optical channel, tuning a tunable local oscillator to a
center frequency of the optical signal on the at least one
selected optical channel, storing data associated with the opti-
cal signal responsive to acquisition of the spectral data and
tuning of the tunable local oscillator, and executing (e.g., via
processing circuitry) an algorithm that employs a plurality of
binary distinctions based on physical characteristics of the
optical signal and employs at least one calculation of figure of
merit associated with a series of parameter values of the
optical signal to identify a format of the optical signal.

In another example embodiment, a computer program
product comprising a computer-readable storage medium
having computer-executable program code instructions
stored therein is provided. The computer-executable program
code instructions my include program code instructions for
employing an optical channel monitor to acquire spectral data
for the optical signal on at least one selected optical channel,
tuning a tunable local oscillator to a center frequency of the
optical signal on the at least one selected optical channel,
storing data associated with the optical signal responsive to
acquisition of the spectral data and tuning of the tunable local
oscillator, and executing (e.g., via processing circuitry) an
algorithm that employs a plurality of binary distinctions
based on physical characteristics of the optical signal and
employs at least one calculation of figure of merit associated
with a series of parameter values of the optical signal to
identify a format of the optical signal.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE SEVERAL
VIEWS OF THE DRAWING(S)

Having thus described the invention in general terms, ref-
erence will now be made to the accompanying drawings,
which are not necessarily drawn to scale, and wherein:

FIG. 1 illustrates a block diagram showing one example of
a universal optical receiver of one example embodiment;

FIG. 2 illustrates a system block diagram of one implemen-
tation of a portion of the universal optical receiver that may be
used for data format identification for an optical signal being
processed according to an example embodiment;
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FIG. 3 illustrates a block diagram of a method for identi-
fying an unknown optical signal according to an example
embodiment;

FIG. 4 illustrates a block diagram of a method of process-
ing a single channel according to an example embodiment;

FIG. 5 illustrates a block diagram of one such example
algorithmic process according to an exemplary embodiment;

FIG. 6, which includes FIGS. 6A, 6B and 6C, illustrates a
block diagram showing more detail associated with the opera-
tion of one example algorithmic process that may be associ-
ated with the operation of the format identifier according to an
example embodiment; and

FIG. 7 shows an exemplary block diagram of a method
according to an example embodiment.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Some example embodiments now will be described more
fully hereinafter with reference to the accompanying draw-
ings, in which some, but not all example embodiments are
shown. Indeed, the examples described and pictured herein
should not be construed as being limiting as to the scope,
applicability or configuration of the present disclosure.
Rather, these example embodiments are provided so that this
disclosure will satisfy applicable legal requirements. Like
reference numerals refer to like elements throughout.

As indicated above, some example embodiments may
enable the provision of a universal optical receiver that may
be capable of identifying signal characteristics such as, for
example, data rate, modulation format and/or transmission
impairments associated with optical signals on one or more
channels. The universal optical receiver may be enabled to
identify the type of signal employed on any selected channel
without knowing any details about the transmitter or other-
wise having any a priori knowledge thereof. After identifying
the type of signal based only on the physical characteristics of
the optical signal, some example embodiments may further
enable the universal optical receiver to dynamically reconfig-
ure itself to process the received signal.

FIG. 1 illustrates a block diagram showing one example of
a universal optical receiver of one example embodiment. In
this example, the universal optical receiver is embodied as a
computer controlled device, and in some embodiments the
universal optical receiver may be dynamically programmable
to adjust its signal processing to enable processing of an
identified optical signal in response to having identified the
optical signal.

As shown in FIG. 1, the universal optical receiver 90 may
include or otherwise be in communication with processing
circuitry 100 that is configurable to perform actions in accor-
dance with example embodiments described herein. As such,
for example, at least some of the functions attributable to the
universal optical receiver 90 may be carried out by or other-
wise instructed by the processing circuitry 100.

The processing circuitry 100 may be configured to perform
data processing, control function execution and/or other pro-
cessing and management services according to an example
embodiment of the present invention. In some embodiments,
the processing circuitry 100 may be embodied as a chip or
chip set. In other words, the processing circuitry 100 may
comprise one or more physical packages (e.g., chips) includ-
ing materials, components and/or wires on a structural assem-
bly (e.g., a baseboard).

In an example embodiment, the processing circuitry 100
may include one or more instances of a processor 110 and
memory 120 that may be in communication with or otherwise
control a device interface 130 and, in some cases, a user
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interface 140. As such, the processing circuitry 100 may be
embodied as a circuit chip (e.g., an integrated circuit chip)
configured (e.g., with hardware, software or a combination of
hardware and software) to perform operations described
herein.

The user interface 140 (if implemented) may be in com-
munication with the processing circuitry 100 to receive an
indication of a user input at the user interface 140 and/or to
provide an audible, visual, mechanical or other output to the
user. As such, the user interface 140 may include, for
example, a display, one or more buttons or keys (e.g., function
buttons), and/or other input/output mechanisms (e.g., key-
board, microphone, speakers, cursor, joystick, lights and/or
the like). The user interface 140 may display information
indicating an identity or certain characteristics of an optical
signal being processed by the universal optical receiver 90.
Moreover, in some cases, the user interface 140 may include
options for selection of a channel among a plurality of optical
channels. The selected channel may then be processed and
information associated therewith may be presented on a dis-
play of the user interface 140. Information associated with
further processing of the optical signal and, in some cases,
decoded information associated with the optical signal may
thereafter be presented via the user interface 140.

The device interface 130 may include one or more interface
mechanisms for enabling communication with other external
devices or internal functional components of the universal
optical receiver 90 (e.g., programmable optical filter 150,
optical channel monitor 160, local oscillator (LO) 170, opti-
cal hybrid (HYB-90°) 175, A/D converters 180, digital signal
processor 185, and a format identifier 190). In some cases, the
device interface 130 may be any means such as a device or
circuitry embodied in either hardware, or a combination of
hardware and software that is configured to receive and/or
transmit data from/to devices in communication with the
processing circuitry 100.

In an exemplary embodiment, the memory 120 may
include one or more non-transitory memory devices such as,
for example, volatile and/or non-volatile memory that may be
either fixed or removable. The memory 120 may be config-
ured to store information, data, applications, instructions or
the like for enabling the universal optical receiver 90 to carry
out various functions in accordance with exemplary embodi-
ments of the present invention. For example, the memory 120
could be configured to buffer input data for processing by the
processor 110. Additionally or alternatively, the memory 120
could be configured to store instructions for execution by the
processor 110. As yet another alternative, the memory 120
may include one or more databases that may store a variety of
data sets indicative of patterns and/or encoding schemes to be
employed. Among the contents of the memory 120, applica-
tions may be stored for execution by the processor 110 in
order to carry out the functionality associated with each
respective application. In some cases, the applications may
include directions for control of the universal optical receiver
90 to achieve identification of optical signals on a selected
channel and dynamic configuration of the receiver for decod-
ing of an identified signal or signals.

The processor 110 may be embodied in a number of dif-
ferent ways. For example, the processor 110 may be embod-
ied as various processing means such as one or more of a
microprocessor or other processing element, a coprocessor, a
controller or various other computing or processing devices
including integrated circuits such as, for example, an ASIC
(application specific integrated circuit), an FPGA (field pro-
grammable gate array), or the like. In an example embodi-
ment, the processor 110 may be configured to execute instruc-
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tions stored in the memory 120 or otherwise accessible to the
processor 110. As such, whether configured by hardware or
by a combination of hardware and software, the processor
110 may represent an entity (e.g., physically embodied in
circuitry—in the form of processing circuitry 100) capable of
performing operations according to embodiments of the
present invention while configured accordingly. Thus, for
example, when the processor 110 is embodied as an ASIC,
FPGA or the like, the processor 110 may be specifically
configured hardware for conducting the operations described
herein. Alternatively, as another example, when the processor
110 is embodied as an executor of software instructions, the
instructions may specifically configure the processor 110 to
perform the operations described herein.

In an example embodiment, the processor 110 (or the pro-
cessing circuitry 100) may be embodied as, include or other-
wise control the universal optical receiver 90. As such, in
some embodiments, the processor 110 (or the processing
circuitry 100) may be said to cause each of the operations
described in connection with the universal optical receiver 90
by directing the universal optical receiver 90 to undertake the
corresponding functionalities responsive to execution of
instructions or algorithms configuring, the processor 110 (or
processing circuitry 100) accordingly.

An optical input may be provided on one of what may
potentially be a plurality of optical channels that may be
monitored (e.g., via the optical channel monitor 160). Thus,
in some examples, input may be provided via a fiber optic
cable or an optical signal possibly containing multiple optical
channels. The optical input may pass through the program-
mable optical filter 150, which may have initial programming
to pass all wavelengths. The optical channel monitor 160 may
collect spectral data to detect the presence of channels. In
some cases, a high resolution optical spectrum analyzer and
corresponding software for channel detection could perform
the channel detection function. If multiple channels are
employed, after a channel is selected for analysis, the signal
on the selected channel is filtered (e.g., via programmable
optical filter 150). As such, the programmable optical filter
150 may initially be programmed to pass all wavelengths, but
may thereafter be reprogrammed to pass only the wavelength
of'the channel that is selected. Accordingly, spectral data may
be acquired by the optical channel monitor 160, which may
also perform channel detection. The programmable optical
filter 150 may be used to isolate individual channels for
identification. In some cases, the filtering may include the
employment of a variable-bandpass optical filter (e.g., having
a pass band of about 10 GHz to 1 THz). The signal may then
be amplified to a preset total power and fed into a coherent
optical detection subsystem having a tunable local oscillator
(e.g., LO 170), which may be set to the frequency of the
selected channel. The resulting in-phase, I, and quadrature, Q,
photocurrents for each polarization may then be digitized
using digitizers. The digitized time series may then be 1/Q
demodulated to recover the symbol clock rate and determine
the dispersion compensation to apply digitally for symbol
recovery. For example, recovery may be performed in accor-
dance with the disclosure provided at M. G. Taylor, “Coherent
Detection Method Using DSP for Demodulation of Signal
and Subsequent Equalization of Propagation Impairments,”
IEEE Photonics Technology Letters 16, 674-676 (2004), the
contents of which are incorporated herein by reference. Data
symbols may then be recovered and the time series may be
analyzed using amplitude and phase histograms, the constel-
lation pattern, and the mean symbol pulse profile. The iden-
tified format, clock rate and dispersion compensation (e.g., as
identified by the format identifier 190) may then be returned
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to the user (e.g., via the user interface 140). In a cognitive
optical network, these characteristics identified by the format
identifier 190 may then be used to configure the universal
optical receiver 90 to optimize spectral and data efficiency,
and to demodulate a continuously received data stream.

FIG. 2 illustrates a system block diagram of a specific
example embodiment of one implementation of a portion of
the universal optical receiver 90 that may be used for data
format identification for an optical signal being processed.
Some of the blocks shown in FIG. 2 are example implemen-
tations of the blocks described above in connection with FIG.
1. As can be seen from FIG. 2, the universal optical receiver
90 may include optical signal conditioning 200 and spectral
analysis 210. Digitization may be accomplished via a signal
processing arrangement 220 and then a format identification
arrangement 230 may be employed to arrive at an identified
data format. Formats such as on-off keying (OOK), binary
phase-shift keying (BPSK), quadrature phase-shift keying
(QPSK) may be determined and, in situations where auxil-
iary-amplitude modulation is employed, primary versus alter-
native implementations may be distinguished. For example,
distinctions may be made between standard non-return-to-
zero (NRZ) or optical duobinary (ODB), between BPSK
implemented using a Mach-Zander (MZ) modulator or a
phase modulator (PM), or between QPSK implemented using
a dual-parallel MZ (DPMZ) or sequential MZ and PM
(MZPM). Auxiliary amplitude modulation may be deter-
mined among principal implementations based on MZ modu-
lators: 33%, 50% or 67% duty cycle return-to-zero (RZ33,
RZ50, RZ67) in some examples.

Example embodiments of the universal optical receiver 90
may therefore initiate signal identification by simultaneously
determining the clock rate and the dispersion compensation
for the signal on a selected channel. The baud rate may be
determined by lowpass filtering, applying a quartic nonlin-
earity (e.g., the square of the optical power), and identifying
the peak of the RF spectrum. A plurality (e.g., six) of filter
frequencies may be used to avoid selecting harmonics of the
clock rate, and the clock rate may be selected as the strongest
tone over all frequencies analyzed in the frequency domain.
For each clock band, chromatic dispersion compensation
(CD) may be applied over a determined range, which may in
some cases correspond to a user-defined range. The power in
the clock tone may then be used as a figure of merit (FOM) to
determine optimal compensation. OOK formats may exhibit
local maxima near, but offset from, the optimal dispersion
value, so a smoothing function may be applied to the clock
power vs. dispersion compensation curve to eliminate the
maxima. After dispersion compensation is applied, the modu-
lation format may be determined on the basis of whether
OOK or PSK is used based on the histogram of optical power
at symbol centers. BPSK may then be distinguished from
QPSK by examining whether the symbol center constellation
points have 2-fold or 4-fold symmetry. The pulse profiles may
be determined by comparing the symbol averaged pulse to
four reference pulse shapes, digitally filtered by the low-pass
bandwidth of the digitizer.

FIG. 3 illustrates a block diagram of a method for identi-
fying an unknown optical signal (e.g., by identifying the
symbol rate and modulation format thereof) according to an
example embodiment. As shown in FIG. 3, the method may
include performing hardware initialization at operation 300.
Hardware initialization may include establishing a connec-
tion from one or more optical channels to a programmable
optical filter, an optical channel monitor, a coherent receiver,
lasers, data acquisition software and hardware. [f needed, the
hardware may also be calibrated. Thereafter, the method may
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further include opening the optical filter at operation 310.
Opening the optical filter may expose one or more optical
channels to passage to the optical channel monitor. Optical
spectra and channels may be acquired at operation 320. In an
example embodiment, the optical channel monitor may
acquire optical spectra and detect optical channels. However,
in some alternative embodiments, a high resolution spectrom-
eter may be employed in connection with another channel
detection process that may be implemented using software
programmed accordingly. Selected channels may then be
processed at operation 330. In an example embodiment, opti-
cal channels detected at operation 320 may be listed (e.g., in
a table) by wavelength and frequency. The user may then
select one, some or all of the optical channels to be detected.
Alternatively or additionally, automatic selection or a prede-
termined selection of a channel may be provided. After one or
more channels are selected, channel processing may be
accomplished with respect to each channel as described in
greater detail below in reference to FIG. 4 in order to identify
the modulation format for each respective channel. At opera-
tion 340, processing of selected channels may be accom-
plished on a channel by channel basis. Again, the details for
this processing of each channel are listed in FIG. 4. An inquiry
may then be made at operation 350 to determine whether all
selected channels have been processed. If not, a next remain-
ing channel will be processed by going back through opera-
tions 330 and 340 as appropriate. If all channels have been
processed, the method may end and the corresponding previ-
ously unknown optical signals may be identified. The univer-
sal optical receiver 90 may thereafter be configured to
demodulate and/or decode each respective identified signal.

Processing of a single channel (as mentioned in operation
340) responsive to channel selection in operation 330 is
shown in more detail in the flow chart shown in FIG. 4. In this
regard, FIG. 4 illustrates a block diagram of a method of
processing a single channel according to an example embodi-
ment.

As shown in FIG. 4, the method may include applying an
optical filter at operation 400. An individual optical channel
may be isolated by setting a passband filter centered on the
frequency of the optical channel. A typical pass bandwidth
may be, for example, 40 GHz. The user can specify the
bandwidth to be used via the user interface 140 in some
embodiments. A LO may then be tuned at operation 410. The
coherent receiver may have an internal laser that may actas a
local oscillator (LO). The LO may be tuned to the center
frequency of the current channel.

Atoperation 420, data acquisition may be triggered so that,
for example, configured software may be used to acquire a
time series of data from digitizers. In some embodiments,
after the triggering of the format identifier operation 430 may
be initiated to capture, process and write the data to disk 432
orother storage media. This data may be read at operation 440
and into local memory. However, in some embodiments,
responsive to triggering of the data acquisition at operation
420, data may immediately be read into local memory at
operation 440 without necessarily being stored to disk 432
first at operation 430.

Thereafter, at operation 450, a format identifier (e.g., for-
mat identifier 190) may be called or otherwise triggered. The
format identifier may be configured software for performing
an algorithm to identify the format of the optical signal on the
selected channel being processed. In an example embodi-
ment, the format identifier may be configured to utilize three
variables including first variable identifying four channels of
time series data, a second variable comprising an array of
channel delays (e.g., accounting for time differences in cable
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lengths between the receiver and digitizers or various other
delays in the front end of a digitizer), and a third variable
comprising a matrix representing errors in the optical hybrid
within the coherent receiver. At operation 460, the format
identifier may return information identifying the chromatic
dispersion compensation, the data rate and the optical modu-
lation format of the optical signal on the selected channel. The
results may be displayed (e.g., via the user interface 140) in
any desirable format. However, in one embodiment, a table of
the data may be provided along with indications regarding the
channel wavelengths and/or frequencies of the corresponding
channel or channels that are selected. In some embodiments,
screen captures of the analyzed data itself or other represen-
tations of the results of the format identifier’s analysis may be
saved (e.g., to disk 432). The results may then be used to
optimize the universal optical receiver to process and decode
the corresponding information encoded in the optical signal
on any of the selected channels.

Operation of the format identifier may proceed in accor-
dance with a number of different algorithmic processes. FIG.
5 illustrates a block diagram of one such example algorithmic
process. As shown in FIG. 5, format identification may
include dispersion compensation and clock recovery at
operation 500. Generally speaking, input signals may be dis-
torted by CD. To determine the amount of chromatic disper-
sion, the format identifier may be configured to apply varying
amounts of inverse CD and select the one that gives the best
result. The FOM for CD determination may be the same FOM
used for symbol clock. Accordingly, a loop may be executed
to try each CD value and within the loop, symbol clock
estimation may also be executed (see FIG. 6 below). A deter-
mination may then be made as to whether OOK or PSK is
employed using analysis of power histograms at operation
510. After clock frequency is known, a sequence of values of
the electric filed of the signal at symbol centers may be
calculated. This electric field may be subject to phase rotation
due to the carrier frequency and polarization rotation from the
state of polarization of the signal with respect to axes of the
analyzer. A key difference between OOK and PSK formats is
that the signal has near zero optical power for about half ofthe
symbols for OOK and the optical power is the same non-zero
value for all symbols for PSK. Thus, a decision as to whether
a signal is OOK or PSK can be made by examining the optical
power using the equation below.

std.dev.of |electric field at symbol centers|
OOK_PSKDec =

mean of|electric field at symbol centers|
OOK_PSKDec > 0.5 = O0OK
OOK_PSKDec < 0.5 = BPSK or QPSK

At operation 520, a subsequent distinction between BPSK
and QPSK may be made if PSK is determined at operation
510. In this regard, in some examples, the state of polarization
(SOP) of the signal may be obtained by averaging the Stokes
vector of the symbol center electric field values and then
applying a rotation (e.g., a Jones matrix) to select the electric
field component in that SOP while the phase of the signal is
unknown. A BPSK signal may correspond to two clusters of
constellation points opposite one another on the complex
plane, that rotate at the carrier offset frequency. When the
complex values corresponding to these points are squared, the
result is one cluster of points that rotates at twice the carrier
offset frequency. The Fourier transform of the square there-
fore has a peak at 2x(carrier offset frequency). If the signal is
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QPSK it may correspond to four clusters of constellation
points arranged in a square that rotates at the carrier offset
frequency. When the QPSK constellation is squared, the
result is two clusters of points that average to zero, not a single
cluster as with BPSK. Thus, the Fourier transform of the
square does not have a prominent peak in QPSK. When either
a BPSK or QPSK signal is raised to the fourth power, a single
cluster rotating at 4x(carrier offset frequency) results and the
Fourier transform has a prominent peak at that frequency. The
height of the peak in the 4™ power serves as a reference level.
Thus, the decision of BPSK or QPSK may be based on the
height of the peak of the Fourier transform of the square of the
complex signal as shown in the equation below.

BPSK_QPSKDec=

(height of peak of Fourier transform of (electric field)?)

height of peak of Fourier transform of (electric field)*
BPSK_QPSKDec> 0.25 = BPSK
BPSK_QPSKDec =< 0.25 = QPSK

Thereafter, determinations may be made as to particular
auxiliary modulations schemes that may be employed at
operation 530. Auxiliary modulation scheme differentiation
may be made with respect to NRZ vs. RZ and, if RZ, with
respect to specific types thereof. For example, differentiation
may also be made between carrier suppressed RZ (CSRZ)
and other types of RZ (e.g., 33% RZ, 50% RZ or 67% RZ). In
some embodiments, determining auxiliary modulation
schemes may involve the comparison of data to ideal pulse
profiles. Thereafter, pulse shape may be determined at opera-
tion 540.

FIG. 6, which includes FIGS. 6A, 6B and 6C, illustrates a
block diagram showing more detail associated with the opera-
tion of one example algorithmic process that may be associ-
ated with the operation of the format identifier. In this regard,
FIG. 6 illustrates an example of the operations that may occur
within operation 450 of FIG. 4 according to one example
embodiment, and a more detailed view of operations associ-
ated with the processes discussed in relation to FIG. 5. At
operation 600, channel delays may be accounted for by
adjusting each of the four time series in time by its corre-
sponding channel delay. After the time adjustment, the four
time series may be interpolated to a common time series with
samples separated by the sample rate of the ADCs. Optical
hybrid errors may then be accounted for at operation 602. As
such, the time series may be compensated for phase, ampli-
tude and polarization errors in the optical hybrid that is within
the coherent optical receiver. Thereafter, at operation 604,
dispersion compensation and clock recovery may be accom-
plished. In order to determine the clock rate and required CD,
an iterative search may be performed over a list of CD values
and a list of clock bands. The power in the clock tone may be
used as a figure of merit (FOM) for the CD compensation.
When the correct compensation has been applied, the FOM
may be maximized. In some embodiments, operation 604
may be broken down into a series of steps as shown in FIG. 6.
In this regard, operation 604 may include incrementing a CD
value at operation 610 and applying CD compensation at
operation 612. The dock band may then be incremented at
operation 614 followed by low pass filtering of data at opera-
tion 616 and application of nonlinearity and a Fast Fourier
Transform (FFT) at operation 618. At operation 620, the
equation FOM(CD, Clock)=Max(FFT) may be employed,
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after which time a decision may be made as to whether all
clock bands have been searched at operation 622. If all bands
have not been searched, the operation may return to incre-
menting of the clock band (operation 614) for the next band.
However, if all bands have been searched, then a determina-
tion may be made as to whether all CD values have been
searched at operation 624. If all CD values have not been
searched, operation may return to incrementing the CD value
at operation 610. If all CD values have been searched, then
[CD, Clock]=Max(FOM) and dispersion compensation and
clock recovery is complete at operation 626.

After operation 604, retiming to symbol centers may be
performed at operation 630 and the state of polarization may
be found at operation 632. A determination may then be made
at operation 634 as to whether OOK or PSK has been
employed in relation to the optical signal. If PSK is deter-
mined, a determination may then be undertaken at operation
636 to distinguish between BPSK and QPSK. Thereafter, at
operation 638, transitions crossing a complex plane may be
selected. A determination may then be made as to whether
PM-type or MZM-type PSK is employed at operation 640.
Transitions may then be selected where the state stays the
same at operation 642. A determination may then be made as
to whether NRZ or RZ is employed at operation 644. [f RZ. is
employed, an initial determination to distinguish between
67% RZ or other RZ may initially be made at operation 646.
A subsequent determination may then be made to distinguish
between 33% RZ and 50% RZ at operation 648. FIG. 7
illustrates an example structure for determining symbol clock
frequency, optical modulation format, auxiliary amplitude
modulation format, and required chromatic dispersion com-
pensation according to an example embodiment (correspond-
ing to operations 616 to 620 of FIG. 6).

Accordingly, as can be appreciated from the example of
FIG. 6, decisions associated with the algorithm for determin-
ing parameters of the optical signal may be broken down into
a series of binary decisions made on the basis of clear deci-
sion-making thresholds. However, determining chromatic
dispersion and symbol clock involve calculations associated
with employing a series of different parameter values and
choosing the best based on FOM since FOM can be quickly
computed. As a result, example embodiments may enable
relatively fast and accurate determinations regarding the for-
mat of an optical signal based only on the physical character-
istics of the signal and without any a priori knowledge of the
transmitter used to generate the corresponding signal.

FIG. 7 is a flowchart of a method and program product
according to an example embodiment of the invention. It will
be understood that each block of the flowchart, and combi-
nations of blocks in the flowchart, may be implemented by
various means, such as hardware, firmware, processor, cir-
cuitry and/or other device associated with execution of soft-
ware including one or more computer program instructions.
For example, one or more of the procedures described above
may be embodied by computer program instructions, in this
regard, the computer program instructions which embody the
procedures described above may be stored by a memory
device of a user terminal and executed by a processor in the
user terminal. As will be appreciated, any such computer
program instructions may be loaded onto a computer or other
programmable apparatus (e.g., hardware) to produce a
machine, such that the instructions which execute on the
computer or other programmable apparatus create means for
implementing the functions specified in the flowchart block
(s). These computer program instructions may also be stored
in a computer-readable memory that may direct a computer or
other programmable apparatus to function in a particular
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manner, such that the instructions stored in the computer-
readable memory produce an article of manufacture which
implements the functions specified in the flowchart block(s).
The computer program instructions may also be loaded onto
a computer or other programmable apparatus to cause a series
of operations to be performed on the computer or other pro-
grammable apparatus to produce a computer-implemented
process such that the instructions which execute on the com-
puter or other programmable apparatus implement the func-
tions specified in the flowchart block(s).

Accordingly, blocks of the flowchart support combinations
of means for performing the specified functions and combi-
nations of operations for performing the specified functions.
It will also be understood that one or more blocks of the
flowchart, and combinations of blocks in the flowchart, can be
implemented by special purpose hardware-based computer
systems which perform the specified functions, or combina-
tions of special purpose hardware and computer instructions.

In this regard, a method of processing an optical signalin a
universal optical receiver according to one embodiment of the
invention, as shown in FIG. 7, may include employing an
optical channel monitor to acquire spectral data for the optical
signal on at least one selected optical channel at operation 700
and tuning a tunable local oscillator to a center frequency of
the optical signal on the at least one selected optical channel,
storing data associated with the optical signal responsive to
acquisition of the spectral data and tuning of the tunable local
oscillator at operation 710. The method may further include
executing (e.g., via processing circuitry) an algorithm that
employs a plurality of binary distinctions based on physical
characteristics of the optical signal and employs at least one
calculation of figure of merit associated with a series of
parameter values of the optical signal to identify a format of
the optical signal at operation 720.

In some embodiments, additional optional operations (an
example of which is shown in dashed lines in FIG. 7) may be
included or the operations described above may be modified
or augmented. Each of the additional operations, modifica-
tion or augmentations may be practiced in combination with
the operations above and/or in combination with each other.
Thus, some, all or none of the additional operations, modifi-
cation or augmentations may be utilized in some embodi-
ments. In an example embodiment, the method may further
include employing software to configure the universal optical
receiver to demodulate the optical signal and decode infor-
mation encoded therein at operation 730. In an example
embodiment, the method may further include enabling an
operator to select one or more channels for processing corre-
sponding optical signals thereon or automatically providing
for such selection (e.g., without any operator). In such an
example, the method may further include sequentially deter-
mining a format of each of the corresponding optical signals
responsive to selection of more than one channel. In some
embodiments, the method may include displaying at least a
clock rate determined for the optical signal and an optical
modulation format determined for the optical signal on a
display. In an example embodiment, the method may include
storing the data associated with the optical signal remotely for
later retrieval and processing by the processing circuitry or
locally for real-time processing by the processing circuitry. In
some embodiments, the plurality of binary distinctions may
include at least two of determining whether on-off keying or
phase shift keying is employed, determining whether binary
phase shift keying or quadrature phase shift keying is
employed, and determining whether non-return-to-zero or
return-to-zero pulses are employed. In an example embodi-
ment, the at least one calculation of figure of merit associated
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with a series of parameter values may be performed based on
a figure of merit based calculation to determine clock rate of
the optical signal or to determine dispersion compensation of
the optical signal.

Many modifications and other embodiments of the inven-
tions set forth herein will come to mind to one skilled in the art
to which these inventions pertain having the benefit of the
teachings presented in the foregoing descriptions and the
associated drawings. Therefore, it is to be understood that the
inventions are not to be limited to the specific embodiments
disclosed and that modifications and other embodiments are
intended to be included within the scope of the appended
claims. Moreover, although the foregoing descriptions and
the associated drawings describe exemplary embodiments in
the context of certain exemplary combinations of elements
and/or functions, it should be appreciated that difterent com-
binations of elements and/or functions may be provided by
alternative embodiments without departing from the scope of
the appended claims. In this regard, for example, different
combinations of elements and/or functions than those explic-
itly described above are also contemplated as may be set forth
in some of the appended claims. In cases where advantages,
benefits or solutions to problems are described herein, it
should be appreciated that such advantages, benefits and/or
solutions may be applicable to some example embodiments,
but not necessarily all example embodiments. Thus, any
advantages, benefits or solutions described herein should not
be thought of as being critical, required or essential to all
embodiments or to that which is claimed herein. Although
specific terms are employed herein, they are used in a generic
and descriptive sense only and not for purposes of limitation.

That which is claimed:

1. A universal optical receiver comprising:

an optical channel monitor configured to acquire spectral
data for an optical signal on at least one selected optical
channel;

a tunable local oscillator configured to be tuned to a center
frequency of the optical signal on the at least one
selected optical channel;

a storage device configured to store data associated with
the optical signal responsive to acquisition of the spec-
tral data and tuning of the tunable local oscillator; and

processing circuitry configured to execute an algorithm
that employs a plurality of binary distinctions based on
physical characteristics of the optical signal and
employs at least one calculation of figure of merit asso-
ciated with a series of parameter values of the optical
signal to identify, within the universal optical receiver, a
format of the optical signal,

wherein each of the binary distinctions is defined based on
comparing a result of a respective different calculation
made based on the physical characteristics to a threshold
forming the basis for the corresponding binary distinc-
tions.

2. The universal optical receiver of claim 1, wherein the
processing circuitry is further configured to employ software
to configure the universal optical receiver to demodulate the
optical signal and decode information encoded therein.

3. The universal optical receiver of claim 1, further com-
prising a user interface via which an operator is enabled to
select one or more channels for processing corresponding
optical signals thereon.

4. The universal optical receiver of claim 3, wherein a
format of each of the corresponding optical signals is sequen-
tially determined responsive to selection of more than one
channel.
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5. The universal optical receiver of claim 3, wherein the
user interface includes a display on which at least a clock rate
determined for the optical signal and an optical modulation
format determined for the optical signal.

6. The universal optical receiver of claim 1, wherein the
storage device stores the data associated with the optical
signal remotely for later retrieval and processing by the pro-
cessing circuitry.

7. The universal optical receiver of claim 1, wherein the
storage device stores the data associated with the optical
signal locally for real-time processing by the processing cir-
cuitry.

8. The universal optical receiver of claim 1, wherein the
plurality of binary distinctions include at least two of:

determining whether on-off keying or phase shift keying is

employed;

determining whether binary phase shift keying or quadra-

ture phase shift keying is employed; and

determining whether non-return-to-zero or return-to-zero

pulses are employed.

9. The universal optical receiver of claim 1, wherein the at
least one calculation of figure of merit associated with a series
of parameter values is performed based on a figure of merit
based calculation to determine clock rate of the optical signal
orto determine dispersion compensation of the optical signal.

10. A method of processing an optical signal in a universal
optical receiver, the method comprising:

employing an optical channel monitor to acquire spectral

data for the optical signal on at least one selected optical
channel;

tuning a tunable local oscillator to a center frequency of the

optical signal on the at least one selected optical chan-
nel;

storing data associated with the optical signal responsive to

acquisition of the spectral data and tuning of the tunable
local oscillator; and

executing, via processing circuitry of the universal optical

receiver, an algorithm that employs a plurality of binary
distinctions based on physical characteristics of the opti-
cal signal and employs at least one calculation of figure
of merit associated with a series of parameter values of
the optical signal to identify, within the universal optical
receiver, a format of the optical signal,

wherein each of the binary distinctions is defined based on

comparing a result of a respective different calculation
made based on the physical characteristics to a threshold
forming the basis for the corresponding binary distinc-
tions.

11. The method of claim 10, further comprising employing
software to configure the universal optical receiver to
demodulate the optical signal and decode information
encoded therein.

12. The method of claim 10, further comprising enabling
an operator to select one or more channels for processing
corresponding optical signals thereon.

13. The method of claim 12, further comprising sequen-
tially determining a format of each of the corresponding
optical signals responsive to selection of more than one chan-
nel.
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14. The method of claim 10, further comprising displaying
at least a clock rate determined for the optical signal and an
optical modulation format determined for the optical signal
on a display.

15. The method of claim 10, further comprising storing the
data associated with the optical signal remotely for later
retrieval and processing by the processing circuitry.

16. The method of claim 10, further comprising storing the
data associated with the optical signal locally for real-time
processing by the processing circuitry.

17. The method of claim 10, wherein the plurality of binary
distinctions include at least two of:

determining whether on-off keying or phase shift keying is
employed;

determining whether binary phase shin keying or quadra-
ture phase shin keying is employed; and

determining whether non-return-to-zero or return-to-zero
pulses are employed.

18. The method of claim 10, wherein the at least one
calculation of figure of merit associated with a series of
parameter values is performed based on a figure of merit
based calculation to determine clock rate of the optical signal
orto determine dispersion compensation of the optical signal.

19. A computer program product comprising a computer-
readable storage medium having computer-executable pro-
gram code instructions stored therein, the computer-execut-
able program code instructions comprising program code
instructions for:

employing an optical channel monitor to acquire spectral
data for the optical signal on at least one selected optical
channel;

tuning a tunable local oscillator to a center frequency ofthe
optical signal on the at least one selected optical chan-
nel;

storing data associated with the optical signal responsive to
acquisition of the spectral data and tuning of the tunable
local oscillator;

executing, via processing circuitry of a universal optical
receiver, an algorithm that employs a plurality of binary
distinctions based on physical characteristics of the opti-
cal signal and employs at least one calculation of figure
of merit associated with a series of parameter values of
the optical signal to identity, within the universal optical
receiver, a format of the optical signal; and

employing executable instructions to configure the univer-
sal optical receiver based on the identified format of the
optical signal such that the universal optical receiver
demodulates the optical signal and decodes information
encoded therein,

wherein each of the binary distinctions is defined based on
comparing a result of a respective different calculation
made based on the physical characteristics to a threshold
forming the basis for the corresponding binary distinc-
tions.



