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Abstract—In this paper, spectral unmixing methods, which are
extensively used in hyperspectral imaging area, are proposed for
classification and abundance fraction (concentration) estimation
of chemical and biological agents that exist in the mixture form.
Several government-furnished datasets, which were collected
through the infrared spectrum method, were thoroughly analyzed.
Two similarity measures—the spectral angle mapper and spectral
information divergence—were investigated in order to provide a
quantitative comparison basis with respect to the performance of
the applied spectral unmixing methods in the existence of similar
and distinct agents. The use of the similarity measures provided
valuable information about the signature characteristics of the
agents, which led to a better understanding about the capabilities
of the investigated methods. The orthogonal subspace projection
(OSP) method was investigated as the first unmixing, classification, and abundance estimation technique. It was observed
that the OSP method provided good results when the number of
agents in the database was small and was composed of distinct
agents. However, when the number of agents was incremented by
adding agents that share similar characteristics, the abundance
estimation accuracy gradually degraded in addition to generating
negative abundance fraction estimates. The second investigated
unmixing method was called nonnegatively constrained least
squares (NCLS). The results and analyses indicated that the
NCLS method outperformed the OSP approach by providing
considerably more accurate fraction estimates while at the same
time not generating any negative fraction estimates; thus, the use
of the NCLS method was found to be promising in detection and
abundance fraction estimation of chemical and biological agents
that exist in the form of mixtures. In addition, efficient implementation of NCLS has resulted in much lower computations than the
conventional OSP implementation.
Index Terms—Biological agent detection, chemical agent detection, nonnegatively constrained least squares (NCLS), orthogonal
subspace projection (OSP).

I. INTRODUCTION

C

HEMICAL and biological defense are important for
both military and civilian applications. The capability to
quickly detect and classify different chemical and biological
agents (CBAs) will provide ample time for soldiers and law enforcement personnel to prepare and counteract these agents. This
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issue has become more and more important after September 11,
2001. Terrorist attacks by using chemical and biological agents
to cities in the U.S. are no longer remote possibilities now. Early
detection of CBAs may give an indication of terrorist activity
that may allow proper procedures to be followed to mitigate
dangers and protect civilians in public places and also military
personnel patrolling areas that are risky for terrorist attacks.
There are several chemical and biological agent detection techniques which are in use or under study [1]. These techniques can
be considered as feature extraction methods that transform chemical and biological quantities into characteristic signatures. The
use of surface acoustic wave sensors (SAWS) is one of these techniques. Surface acoustic wave sensors are devices that measure
the mass of materials that stick to the surface of the sensor [2].
The selectivity of the sensor depends on the selectivity of the
coating, where organic polymers are generally used as coatings in
chemicalagentdetection[2].Ionmobilityspectrometryisanother
technique. This technique is based on the fact that ionization of
analytes in air produces electric current when they collide with
a detector plate [3]. Gas chromatography (GC) and mass spectrometry (MS) are two other well-known techniques in this field.
Microwave spectroscopy is another technique, which is noted to
have the quantitative power of GC/MS methods, with some additional benefits such as significantly reducing the false positive
detection rate and improving the analysis time [4]. Finally, there
are the spectroscopic techniques such as the Fourier transform
infrared spectrum (FT-IR), which are noted to have higher information content than other agent detection techniques [2]. However, a fast scanning instrument together with a fast computer is
required in order to do continuous monitoring and process all the
available information in a short period of time.
In a chemical and biological agent attack, it is possible that
the chemical and biological agents can be composed in the form
of mixtures in order to make the existing agent detection systems, which are specific to single agents, useless. The detection
of agents in the form of mixtures is a more challenging problem
than detecting the agents alone. The accurate and robust detection of such chemical or biological agent concentrations is a major
key to success. One approach is to find unique spectral attributes
that are indicative of the chemical agents that form the mixture
[2]. When the agents are mixed, the resultant agent mixture signature differs from the agent signatures that are components of
the mixture, and depends on the abundance fractions of the components. It becomes a difficult problem to come up with a pattern
recognition type of detection system since the number of cases
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for forming agent mixtures is endless. Thus, generating a database that consists of every possible agent mixture combination
is not practical. Instead of a pattern recognition type of detection
system, a spectral unmixing algorithm, which has the capability
of decomposing the agents in the mixture and estimating their
abundance fractions in the mixture, has to be carried out in an effective manner.
In the last decade, many useful methods such as orthogonal
subspace projection (OSP), nonnegatively constrained least
squares (NCLS), etc., have been developed in the area of multispectral/hyperspectral image analysis [5]–[10]. Application of
these algorithms to two-dimensional images significantly improved the target detection and identification performance. The
focus of this research was to apply some of the new techniques in
multispectral/hyperspectral area to detect, classify, and estimate
concentration of CBAs in mixtures of chemical and biological
agents. The datasets used in this work were provided by the National Institute of Standards and Technology (NIST) and the U.S.
Army. These datasets contained the signatures of the chemical
and biological agents of interest. These signatures were obtained
experimentally by the infrared (IR) spectrum technique. In order
to investigate the detection and abundance fraction estimation
performance of the applied spectral unmixing methods, agent
mixtures were formed. In forming these mixtures a linear mixing
methodology was conducted. First, the selected agents that form
the mixture were multiplied with some fraction values which
have values greater than 0. Afterward, these were summed to
form the resultant agent mixture signature.
Two spectral metrics—the spectral angle mapper (SAM) and
spectral information divergence (SID)—were investigated in
order to assess the similarity of the agents. This assessment
was needed to explain why some agents are difficult to classify
and how the applied spectral unmixing methods perform in the
existence of similar and distinct agents. Two spectral unmixing
methods have been investigated: OSP and NCLS [5], [6]. It was
observed that OSP performs well when noise level was low
and the number of agents in the mixture was small. However,
the performance of OSP dropped significantly when the noise
level was high and the number of agents was large. Moreover,
in the concentration estimation part, negative concentration
estimates showed up, which was highly undesirable. OSP cannot
effectively deal with agents with similar spectral characteristics.
In contrast, NCLS achieved accurate results in noisy conditions,
in the presence of similar agents, and with a large number of
agents in a mixture (up to 20 agents in our studies). Efficient
implementation of NCLS achieved near real-time performance.
Thus, the NCLS method was found to be promising in detecting
chemical and biological agents, which are in the form of mixtures. In addition to correct detection of the agents, the abundance
fractions of the detected agents were estimated accurately with
the NCLS method.
This paper is organized as follows. Section II summarizes
the algorithms studied in this research. Details of the SAM
and SID similarity measures and the two investigated spectral
unmixing algorithms OSP and NCLS are described in this
section. Section III describes the conducted experiments and the
corresponding analyses for the experiments. Finally, conclusions
are drawn in Section IV.

II. ALGORITHMS
The key technical approach in the conducted analysis and
experiments is based on two spectral unmixing and abundance
fraction estimation techniques: the orthogonal subspace projection and the nonnegatively constrained least squares methods
[5]. Two similarity measures have been investigated as well in
applying these unmixing techniques to various government-furnished datasets: the spectral angle mapper and the spectral information divergence methods. First, the two similarity measures
SAM and SID are introduced. Following that the two unmixing
methods OSP and NCLS are described in this section.
A. Similarity Measures
1) SAM: Assume that
and
are two spectral signatures. The SAM measures spectral similarity by finding the angle between the spectral signatures and
(1)

SAM
,

where

, and

.
2) SID: Let
functions
and

generated

and
be the two probability mass
by
,

and
mation provided by and

respectively, with
. So, the self-inforfor band is defined by
(2)
(3)

By virtue of (2) and (3), the discrepancy of the self-informaprovided by relative to the self-infortion of band image
mation of band image
provided by , denoted by
, can be defined as
(4)
Averaging
sults in

in (4) over all the bands

re-

(5)
is the average discrepancy in the self-inforwhere
relative to the self-information of . In the conmation of
text of information theory,
in (5) is called the relwith respect to which is also known as
ative entropy of
the Kullback–Leibler information measure, directed divergence
or cross entropy [11]. Similarly, the average discrepancy in the
self-information of relative to the self-information of can
be defined by
(6)
Summing (5) and (6) yields SID defined by
SID

(7)
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which can be used to measure the discrepancy between two
in terms of their corresponding probapixel vectors and
bility mass functions, and . It should be noted that while
SID
is symmetric,
is not. This is because
SID
and
.
SID

with
. A Lagrangian,

1) Orthogonal Subspace Projection: OSP is a well-known
technique in multispectral/hyperspectral community. It has also
been integrated into some commercial products. In this section,
the theory is briefly introduced. In the experimental results section, the OSP technique is used as the baseline for comparative
studies.
targets,
. Let
Suppose that there are
be their corresponding spectral signais the number of spectral bands in
,
tures. Suppose
. Let
denote a linear mixture of
where
with appropriate abundance fractions specified by
, which can be denoted by a
column
denote the
target spectral signature matrix,
vector. Let
. Let
be
depicted by
a
abundance column vector associated with , where
denotes the abundance fraction of
that is present in
the mixture . The spectral signature of the mixture, , can be
modeled in a linear regression form as
(8)
where is the noise or can be interpreted as a measurement
error or a model error. Further, it can be written as
(9)
is denoted as the desired spectral signature
where
and
is the undesired target spectral
signature matrix.
is given by
An OSP detector denoted by
(10)
.
where
Based on OSP, a least squares estimator, denoted by
which is referred to as a posteriori OSP is given by
(11)
of the desired target sigUsing (11), the abundance fraction
in the mixed signature is estimated.
nature
2) Nonnegatively Constrained Least Squares Method: The
NCLS approach is related to the following optimization
problem:
subject to

(12)
where LSE is the least squares error used as a criterion for
represents the nonnegativity constraint
optimality, and
. In order to use the Lagrange multiplier
for
method, a -dimensional unknown positive constraint vector

is introduced, where
, by means of is formed as
(13)

subject to the constraint
spect to yields
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. Differentiating

with re-

(14)
Equation (14) results in the following two iterative equations

(15)
depicts the least squares estimate of
where
pressed as

and is ex-

(16)
Equations (15) and (16) can be used iteratively to solve the
utilizing the Lagrange multiplier vector
optimal solution
.
In the NCLS algorithm, the components of the estimate
is decomposed into two index sets, which are called active set,
, and passive set, , respectively. The active set, , consists
of all indexes corresponding to negative (or zero) components.
The passive set, , contains indexes corresponding to positive
. The algorithm starts with an
components in the estimate
empty set of ,
, assuming that the active set contains
,
. The sets and
all components of
are then adjusted via iterations using (15) and (16). The final
generated passive set depicts the components that are legitimate
. The NCLS algoto be used in the abundance estimation,
rithm can be implemented as follows [5]:
1. Initialization: Set the passive set P (k)
=
1; 2; . . . ; p , and active set R(0) = . Set k = 0.
(k)
2. Compute ^ LS using (16). Let ^ NCLS = ^ LS .
3. At the k -th iteration, if all components
(k)
in ^ NCLS are positive, the algorithm is terminated; otherwise, continue.
4. Let k
k + 1.
5. Move all indexes in P (k01) that correspond
(k01)
to negative components of ^ NCLS to R(k01) . Let
the resulting index sets be denoted by P (k) and
R(k) , respectively. Create a new index set S (k)
and set it to R(k) .
6. Let ^ R
denote the vector consisting of
all components ^ LS in R(k) .
(k)
7. Form a steering matrix 8
by deleting all
rows and columns in the matrix ^ R
specified
by P (k) .
01
(k)
= 8(k) ^ R . If all the
8. Calculate max

f

g

k

components in max are negative, go to step 13;
otherwise, continue.
( )
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(k )
(k)
9. Calculate max = max j and move its index
(k)
(k)
to P .
in R
(k)
10. Form another matrix 9 by deleting every
0
1
T
specified by P (k) .
column of
= ^ LS 0 9(k) (k) .
11. Set ^ S
12. If any component of ^ S
in S (k) is nega(k)
tive, then move it from P
to R(k) and go to
step 6.
(k)
13. Form another matrix 9 by deleting every
0
1
T
specified by P (k) .
column of
(k)
(k)
14. Set ^ NCLS = ^ LS 0 9 (k) . Go to step 3.

MM
MM

It may seem that the NCLS method is much more complicated
than OSP. However, efficient implementation of NCLS exists,
and our simulations indicated that NCLS is actually much faster
than the straightforward implementation of OSP. The NCLS
method guarantees that the estimated abundance fractions are
nonnegative, because there is a constraint about having nonnegative fraction values within the method. On the other hand, since
it does not involve a sum-to-one constraint, the sum of the estimated fractions is not equal to 1.
III. EXPERIMENTAL RESULTS
A. SAM and SID As Measures of Spectral Similarity
Three separate datasets were provided by B. Ashman (Army
Aberdeen Proving Ground). In this section, the results of applying SAM and SID measures to separate the different agents
with respect to the dataset 1 are illustrated. For the other two
datasets, details are summarized in [9].
Dataset 1 contains nine agent signatures, eight of which are
composed of 880 bands, and one of them consists of 825 bands.
Fig. 1 depicts the signature waveforms of the nine agents in
dataset 1. With dataset 1, the performance of SAM and SID was
investigated with respect to their ability in capturing spectral
characteristics.
The similarity values computed by SID regarding the eight
signatures (S2-S9) are given in Table I. Table II presents the
similarity measures computed by SAM.
In order to determine which of the similarity measures is more
effective than the other, the measure of “relative spectral discriminatory power (RSDPW)” [5] was applied to the similarity
measure values computed by the SAM and SID methods. Supis the computed similarity measure value bepose
tween
and , where
and
are the spectral signatures
of the two agents. Let be the reference agent spectral signawith respect to is denoted by
ture. The RSDPW of
and is mathematically expressed as
RSDPW

Fig. 1. Agent signatures in dataset 1. S1 band range: 550–3846 (825 bands).
S2–S9 band range: 450–3966 (880 bands).

TABLE I
SIMILARITY VALUES PRODUCED BY SID WITH RESPECT TO EIGHT SIGNATURES

RSDPW
(17)
The RSDPW
value provides a quantitative index
of spectral discrimination capability of the similarity measure of
interest between two agent signatures, and , relative to .
is, the better discriminaThe higher the RSDPW
tory power the
is. The RSDPW
is equal

to or larger than 1, RSDPW
and only if
.

. It is equal to 1 if
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TABLE II
SIMILARITY VALUES PRODUCED BY SAM WITH
RESPECT TO EIGHT SIGNATURES
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TABLE V
AGENTS USED IN EXPERIMENT 1

TABLE III
RSDPW FOR SID WITH REFERENCE SIGNATURE S9

TABLE IV
RSDPW FOR SAM WITH REFERENCE SIGNATURE S9

Tables III and IV illustrate the RSDPW
values,
with the assumption that the agent signature, S9, is determined
as the reference signature, . From the results in Tables III
and IV, it was observed that in 19 cases out of 21, the
values are higher with SID when compared
RSDPW
to SAM. Although it is not illustrated with numerical results,
the same trend was observed when another agent (other than S9)
was selected as the reference signature. Experiment analyses
with the RSDPW measure have demonstrated quantitatively
that SID captures spectral characteristics more effectively than
SAM. This is because SID is a statistical measure as opposed
to SAM, which is considered to be a deterministic measure.
Thus, SID measure was used in identifying distinct, slightly
distinct, and similar agents that is required to evaluate the
performance of the OSP and NCLS methods.
B. OSP and NCLS for Spectral Unmixing, Agent Classification,
and Abundance (Concentration) Estimation
1) NIST Datasets Used in the Experiments: Two datasets
from the NIST were obtained in this work. In the dataset called
“NIST Absorbance May 24, 2004,” the total number of agents is
268. The agent signature in this dataset consists of frequency
. In “NIST Transmittance January 19, 2004”
band points,
dataset, the total number of agents is 225. In this dataset, it was
observed that the frequency scaling of some of the agent signatures vary in size and frequency resolution. In order to overcome
and include the same frequency band regions in the agent signatures, the start and end points of the frequency bands were
selected as 1000 and 3000, respectively. The frequency band
resolution was set to 5. Thus, a total number of 401 frequency

Fig. 2. IR spectrums of the mixture components and the mixed signature with
and without noise.

band points were obtained from the corresponding agent signatures in the “NIST Transmittance January 19, 2004” dataset,
.
2) Performance of OSP:
Experiment 1: Concentration estimation of an artificially degraded mixed signature with 20 agents in the database selected
from the NIST Absorbance May 24, 2004 dataset (agent signatures have 88 frequency band points)
In Experiment 1, a mixed-agent signature was generated
among a total of 20 agents in the signature database, . Thus,
consists of 20 agents,
. The 20 agents were
selected from the NIST Absorbance May 24, 2004 dataset. The
agents in are depicted in Table V.
The number of frequency band points in each of the agent
, and
were included in
signature is 88. Three agents ,
the mixture, , with different abundance fractions. The agent
stands for Ethanol;
stands for 3-Hydroxy-2-butanone; and
stands for 1-Butoxyethoxy-2-propanol. The abundance frac, and
were selected as 0.50, 0.20, and 0.30,
tions for ,
respectively. In addition, white Gaussian noise was added to
such that the signal-to-noise ratio (SNR) became 10, 50, and

414

Fig. 3.

IEEE TRANSACTIONS ON GEOSCIENCE AND REMOTE SENSING, VOL. 44, NO. 2, FEBRUARY 2006

Estimated abundance fraction coefficients of the mixture.

100, respectively. The IR spectra of the components of the mixture and the mixed signature without noise and with a SNR value
of 10 are depicted in Fig. 2. The SNR is defined as the ratio of
50% reflectance to noise standard deviation. Since SNR is defined in terms of a ratio, no unit is included after the statement
of SNR values in the content of this paper.
The OSP method was applied to the generated target mixed
signature, . Three different SNR values (10, 50, and 100) were
investigated. Fig. 3 depicts the estimated abundance fractions
with noise-free and three SNR values. It was observed that
the OSP approach can estimate the abundance fractions of the
agents in the generated target mixed signature with different
SNR values. On the other hand, the accuracy of the estimated
fractions dropped in accordance with the amount of noise
embedded in the mixture signature. It was seen that there are
inaccurate abundance fraction estimates for agents, which are
not included in , as the amount of noise is increased.
Experiment 2: Concentration estimation of an artificially degraded mixed signature with distinct database (93 agents in
the database) selected from the NIST Transmittance January
19, 2004 dataset, (agent signatures have 401 frequency band
points) using OSP method
In Experiment 2, the NIST Transmittance January 19, 2004
dataset was used. A preprocessing, which included interpolation, start and end frequency band points determination, was
applied to this dataset in order to fix the number of frequency
band points and frequency resolution. In order to demonstrate
to the readers how the agent signatures look like, the signature
waveform of Freon is depicted in Fig. 4.
In this experiment, the performance of the OSP method was
evaluated with a database that consisted of 93 distinct agents.
This database is called distinct database. The determination of
the distinctness between the agents was found by using the SID
similarity measure. In the distinct database, the minimum value
for the SID measure between any two agents was found to be
0.0514. Please note that the lower the SID measures, the more
similar the two agents are. The mixed-agent signature was composed of five agents in the distinct database. These agents were
(Freon 113), (Benzoic acid),
(2-Chlorophenol),
(Formic acid),
(Thymine) . The abundance fractions of

Fig. 4.

Signature waveform for Freon.

these five agents that formed the mixture were selected as 1.0,
1.5, 2.0, 2.5, and 0.5, respectively. An SNR value of 20 was applied to the generated mixture. Fig. 5(a) depicts the actual and
the estimated abundance fractions in the mixed-agent signature
by the OSP method. Fig. 5(b) introduces the same information
in another presentation form. In this form, the points will be located on a diagonal line if the abundance fractions are correctly
estimated. The performance of OSP was not satisfactory because there were inaccurate fraction estimations as well as some
large negative estimates for those agents with zero fractions.
Two additional experiments were conducted with the OSP
method using two other agent databases. One of the two
databases consisted of 156 agents. In this database, there were
a number of agents that were slightly distinct. This database is
called slightly distinct database. The minimum value for the
SID measure between any two agents in the slightly distinct
database was found to be 0.0201. The other database consisted
of 197 agents, and in this database, there were a number of
agents, which had similar signature waveforms. This database
is named similar database. The minimum value for the SID
measure between any two agents in the similar database was
found to be 0.0051. From Experiment 2 and the two additional experiments, it was seen that as the number of agents
is increased and there are similar agents in the database, the
performance of the OSP method drops significantly. Please
refer to [9] for the results of these additional experiments.
The simulation results in the experiments with the OSP
method indicated that the OSP method can accurately estimate
the abundance fractions of the agents that form the mixed-agent
signature, if the agent signatures in the database are distinct.
The signatures in the database should not be same or very close
to each other; otherwise, matrix singularity causes inaccurate
concentration estimates. The amount of noise embedded in the
mixed signature also affects the performance of the OSP, which
has been demonstrated in the experiments.
3) Performance of NCLS:
Experiment 3: Concentration estimation of an artificially degraded mixed signature with distinct database (93 agents in
the database) selected from the NIST Transmittance January
19, 2004 dataset, (agent signatures have 401 frequency band
points) using NCLS method
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(a)

(a)

(b)

(b)

Fig. 5. Actual and estimated abundance fractions by the OSP with the distinct
database.

Fig. 6. Actual and estimated abundance fractions by NCLS with the distinct
database.

In Experiment 3, the performance of a relatively new technique, NCLS [5], was investigated. The performance of the NCLS
method was evaluated using 93 agents in the distinct database.
The mixed-agent signature was composed of five agents in the
(Freon 113), (Benzoic acid),
distinct database, which were
(2-Chlorophenol),
(Formic acid),
(Thymine) . The
corresponding abundance fractions of the agents in the mixed
signature were selected as 1.0, 1.5, 2.0, 2.5, and 0.5, respectively.
The applied SNR value to the mixed-agent signature was 20.
Fig. 6 depicts the actual and estimated abundance fractions in
the mixed-agent signature using the two presentation forms.
Compared to Fig. 5, which used OSP for estimation, the NCLS
results in Fig. 6 were much more accurate and also there were no
negative concentration estimates.

and 4 with SNR value of 20, was formed,
(Freon 113),
(Benzoic acid),
(2-Chlorophenol),
(Formic acid),
(Thymine) with abundance fractions 1.0, 1.5, 2.0, 2.5, and 0.5.
Fig. 7 depicts the actual and estimated abundance fractions in
the mixture. The results are still very accurate.

Experiment 4: Concentration estimation of an artificially
degraded mixed signature with slightly distinct database (156
agents in the database) selected from the NIST Transmittance
January 19, 2004 dataset, (agent signatures have 401 frequency
band points) using NCLS method
In Experiment 4, the performance of the NCLS method was
evaluated with the slightly distinct database that had 156 agents.
The same agent mixture, which has been used in Experiments 3

Experiment 5: Concentration estimation of an artificially degraded mixed signature with similar database (197 agents in
the database) selected from the NIST Transmittance January
19, 2004 dataset, (agent signatures have 401 frequency band
points) using NCLS method
In Experiment 5, the performance of the NCLS method was
evaluated with the similar database that had 197 agents. The
same mixture, which has been used in Experiment 2–4, was
formed with SNR value of 20. Fig. 8 depicts the actual and estimated abundance fractions in the mixture. The results are reasonably good.
4) Comparison of the OSP and NCLS Methods:
Accuracy of the Concentration Estimates: In the light of
these experimental results, it was observed that the performance
of the OSP method degrades as the number of agents in the database is increased by the addition of new agents that have similar signature waveforms. On the other hand, the NCLS method
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(a)

(a)

(b)

(b)

Fig. 7. Actual and estimated abundance fractions by NCLS with the slightly
distinct database.

Fig. 8. Actual and estimated abundance fractions by the NCLS with the similar
database.

(Figs. 6–8) outperforms the performance of the OSP method. It
is worth mentioning that no negative abundance fractions were
observed with the NCLS method. Fig. 9 depicts the sum of absolute fraction errors with respect to the three agent databases (distinct, slightly distinct, and similar). The sum of absolute fraction
errors is mathematically expressed in (17). It is seen from Fig. 9
that the error values in NCLS is much smaller than OSP for all
the three databases
Sum of absolute fraction error =
Number of agents in the mixture
Fraction estimate of the th agent in the mixture
Actual fraction of the th agent in the mixture (18)
Performance Under Different Noise Levels Using the NIST
Transmittance January 19, 2004 Dataset: The performance of
the NCLS method under different noise levels was evaluated
using the distinct database of 93 agents. In this experiment,
20 mixtures were generated randomly, in which each mixture
was composed of five agents. The abundance fractions of the
agents in the mixtures were randomly generated between 0 and
1. A number of SNR values have been experimented (SNR
and no noise). Fig. 10 depicts the average

Fig. 9. Sum of absolute fraction errors versus used databases for the OSP and
NCLS methods.

of the sum of absolute fraction errors for the randomly generated mixtures under different SNR. From Fig. 10, it is seen that
NCLS shows significantly smaller error, as compared to OSP.
5) Performance of the NCLS Method With Ten Agents in a
Single Mixture Under Different Noise Levels (NIST Transmittance January 19, 2004): In this analysis, the number of agents
that form the mixed-agent signature was increased from 5 to
10. The performance of the NCLS method was evaluated using
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Fig. 10. Average of the sum of absolute fraction errors for the randomly
generated mixtures under different SNR.
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ciently and yields accurate abundance fraction estimates when
the number of agents that form the agent mixture signature
is increased in the presence of noise. In further experiments,
the number of agents in the formed mixture was increased up
to 20, and still considerably acceptable abundance fraction
estimates were obtained. For results and details regarding these
experiments, please refer to [9].
The experiments and the corresponding analyses indicated
that the NCLS method is a promising method in chemical and
biological agent detection and concentration estimation. The
NCLS method does not generate negative fractions. Yet, in the
case of adding similar agents to the database and increasing the
number of agents in the agent mixture signature, the accuracy
of the NCLS method in agent detection and abundance fraction estimation does not degrade significantly and still provides
reasonable results. Thus, for detecting chemical and biological
agents, which are in the form of mixtures, and estimating their
abundance fractions, NCLS was found to provide significant opportunities in letting to respond with fast reaction times and in
decreasing the potential damage to minimal levels. The future
works of this research include using real mixed data and taking
into account different noise levels. We are in contact with the
U.S. Army and NIST to obtain real mixture datasets, which are
collected from controlled experiments and from the field. Once
having these real datasets, the second part of our research will
be to apply the developed algorithms on these datasets.
IV. CONCLUSION

Fig. 11. Actual and estimated abundance fractions under different noise levels
with a mixture of ten agents. Signature database has 197 agents.

the similar agent database that had 197 agents. The abundance
fractions of the agents in the mixtures were randomly generated between 0 and 1. A number of SNR values have been exand no noise). Fig. 11
perimented (SNR
depicts the actual and estimated abundance fraction estimates
with respect to six SNR levels. Regarding the plots in Fig. 11, it
can be seen that as the noise amount drops, the diagonal shape
becomes more distinct indicating that the estimation accuracy
improves.
It was clearly demonstrated from the experiments and the
performance analyses that the NCLS method performs effi-

In a chemical and biological agent attack, it is possible that
the chemical and biological agents can be composed in the form
of mixture clouds in order to make the existing agent detection
systems, which are specific to single agents, useless. The detection of agents in the form of mixtures is a more challenging
problem than detecting the agents alone. In this research, the
use of spectral unmixing techniques (OSP and NCLS), which
are extensively used in hyperspectral imaging, were investigated
for chemical biological agent detection and concentration estimation. Experimental datasets have been provided by the U.S.
Army and NIST. These datasets included chemical and biological agent signatures, which were collected by the infrared spectrum technique. The experimental results and the corresponding
analyses indicated that NCLS is a very promising method in detecting chemical and biological agents, which are composed in
the form of mixture clouds. In addition to correctly identifying
the agents that form the mixture, the NCLS method also provided accurate abundance fraction estimates even if the agent
signatures in the related database had similar waveforms. Since
NCLS is an optimization technique based on a nonnegative constraint, none of the estimated abundance fraction estimates are
negative, which is thus more consistent with a real-life scenario.
The experimental and analysis works in this paper have been
done by using a graphical user interface, which was specifically
developed for this research.
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