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Throughout Nazi-occupied Europe, there were some courageous individuals who aided their Jewish neighbors in escaping Nazi persecution; however, only in Denmark would an entire nation come together to coordinate what became the only successful rescue of a national Jewish population.  My research explains the unique circumstances that contributed to the success of this rescue, including Denmark’s proximity to neutral Sweden, where Danes brought to safety the Jews of Denmark, the high degree of Jewish integration into Danish prewar society, Danish social democratic traditions, and the relatively lenient German occupation.  My ultimate goal was to gain a better understanding of why such an integrated rescue operation occurred in Denmark and nowhere else.  My search for understanding eventually led me to Copenhagen, Denmark, where I witnessed - firsthand - the unique humanistic spirit that pervades Danish society.  In completing my research, I relied primarily on oral histories, memoirs, monographs, and government documents found in Denmark’s Museum of Danish Resistance, the Danish Jewish Museum, and the United States Holocaust Memorial Museum.  While the Danish rescue operation may appear to be an anomaly in history, closer inspection yields valuable lessons about the significance of fostering solidarity, empathy, and civic courage among people for preventing future genocides.     
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